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AN 


APPEAL, & 


Tolhe Preachers late in Connechion with the Rev. 
Jon Wes: ey, in Conference aſſembled. 


GENTLEMEN, 


N conſequence of Dr. Coke's addreſs to you on 
the ſubject of Mr. Hammet's impartial ſtate- 
ment, &c. I take the liberty of troubling you with 
ſome oblervations on Mr. Hammet's an r. Bra- 
zier's behalf, and of producing a few documents 
which will, I truſt, operate with you to entertain a 
more favourable opinion of them ; and induce you 
to render them that juſtice, to which, from their 
merits and ſituation they are entitled to receive 
from you. . 
Taking it for granted that you have made, or 
will make yourſelves acquainted with the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe before you decide upon it, I need 
not remind you how neceſſary it is to be * ac- 
quainted with Mr. Hammet's “ Appeal to Truth 
and Circumſtances,” a pamphlet which he publiſhed 
as explanatory of his fituation with Mr. Aſbury, 
and which gives a circumſtantial detail of the cauſcs 
that obliged him to preach in Charles-Town, and 
form a congregation independent of Mr. Aſbury 
and the American connection. It will be neceſſary 
to conſider this pamphlet, before you form a decided 
judgment on the caſe. The accuſed perſons are 
abſent, and have no opportunity to vindicate them- 
ſelves; and you will * defer a final Asu, | 
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of the ſubject, till you have their reply and explana- 
tion. In my own opinion, Dr. Coke's addreſs to 
you is very defective and exceptionable; and as I 
am ſenſible his conduct in this affair, will not bear 
a ſcrutiny, when all the circumſtances - ſhall be 
fairly unfolded, you will fee the propriety of defend- 
ing them, 2 uſpending a deciſion till you have 
fuller information. I have the ſtrongeſt proofs of 
their integrity, and am perfectly ſatisfied, that Mr. 
Hammet has been ill-treated by the American con- 
nection, and both of them ill- uſed by Dr. Coke, whoſe 
violent temper, ſtrong prejudices, and inconſiſtent 
line of conduct, has betrayed him into many errors, 

diſgraceful to himſelf and injurious to religion. 
| have been ſome years in friendſhip with your 
connection: I have a high veneration for the 
memory of Mr. Wefley, a deep ſenſe of the im- 
portance of his labours, and a great value for his 
numerous works; and if I have not uniformly aQed 
conſiſtent with the advantages I have enjoyed, I 
flatter myſelf my principles are fixed and ſteady, 
and that I ſhall continue to love the truth, and 
highly eſteem its wife and faithful defenders. I + 
conceive mylelf peculiarly called upon to addreſs 
you on the preſent occaſion, being in poſſeſſion of 
ſuch reſources as fully juſtify and demand my inter- 
| ference. I have pious and ſenſible correſpondents 
and friends, both in Charles-I own and the Weſt- 
Indies; I correſpond with Mr. Hammet and Mr. 
Prazier, and knowing them to be wiſe, pious, and 
valuable men, for whom I have a great eſteem, I 
cannot, without forfeiting my claim to their friend- 
ihip, and doing an injury to the feelings of my 
heart, negle& the preſent opportunity of making 
ſome efforts for their vindication. As I am in 
. poſſeſſion of all the papers that have been publiſhed, 
and have many letters from which I ſhall give ſome 
extracts, I had ſerious thoughts of entering into 
a full 
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a ſull and public difcuion of the tranſactions ; but 
concelving that the controverſy was little known or 
underſtood among your ſocieties in this country, and 
that the conduct of Mr. Aſbury and Dr. Coke, 
relative to the affair, would, when impartially deve- 
loped, be diſgraceful to them, and be likely to 
prejudice the minds of many againſt religion and 
its miniſters; I have, for the reputation of both, 
put ſome limits on my intended purpoſe, and pre- 
ferred this comparatively private method“, in order 
to obtain for my injured friends, that ſatisfaction 
and redreſs, to which their upright conduct, and 
Zeal in your ſervice, entitle them. 

You will be convinced by Mr. Hammet's “ Im- 
partial Statement,” that he is not inimical to your 
authority, for he reſpectfully appeals to your bar, 
and throughout every thing that he has written, 
manifeſts the {ſtrongeſt attachment to the Engliſh 
connection, with whom he {till conſiders himſelf in 

union. You muſt, I think, by an unprejudiced 

attention to the ſubject, be convinced that Mr. 

H—— was in a manner aQually rejected by Mr. 
- Aſbury and his preachers in Charles-Town, and 
that he was reduced to the neceflity of contimung 
there: for his bad ſtate of health did not admit of 
his returning to Jamaica, and his deſtitute ſituation 
and other circumſtances made it impraCticable for }! 
him to return to England: he could not remain ide ſi 
and ſilent, ſo that he was in düty and conſcience, | W 
contrary to his with and deſign, Miged to form a 


* It is the author's deſign, that the circulation, of this 
Paper ſhall be very partial, and will be principally confined 
to the ga though Dr. C——'s addreſs will have=a 
general and extenſive circulation; but he relies on the juſtice 
of pare couterence, and that your reſolutions on the ſubjeet 
will have a place in your public printed minutes, otherwite 
be 3s ngt ſure but he ſhall publiſh an enlarged edition of tiys 
work, ih public appeal to your congregations. b 
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congrepation ſeparate from Mr, Aſbury's ſociety. 


This certainly could in no ſenſe be conſidered as a 
ſchiſm; nor did it ariſe from any diſlike to the 
Engliſh connection, but was purely the reſult of 
neceſſity and concurring circumſtances, which fully 
juſtified the ſteps he took. This is the grand point 
on which the difpute ſeems to reſt, and this 1s the 
only ground of Dr. Coke's reſentment and com- 
plaint; this therefore calls for your cloſe and ſerious 
examination : for if this firſt ſtep was unavoidable, 
no criminality can be charged on his ſubſequent 
conduct. A gentleman informs me, “ Mr. Hammet 
has not mentioned many inſults which he expe- 
rienced from Mr. Aſbury,” and another letter 
which I received from a perſon of great piety and 
diſcernment, ſays, It was Mr. Hammet's full 
determination to return to Jamaica; but for my 
part I think if he had not obeyed ſo loud a call 
from God, he would have ſinned both againſt 
« God and his own ſoul“.““ I think I ſhall be able 
to prove, in the courſe of the following pages, that 
Dr. C— has been deficient in brotheily-love, and 
ſhamefully negligent in his attention both to Mr. 
H and Mr. B Had he acted on more 
generous and Chriſtian principles, and been 'more 
regular and explicit, no oppoſition would have 
ariſen; but either from prejudice or neglect, he 
ſuffered them to remain in doubt and ſuſpence, 
without any fatisfa*tory directions for their govern- 
ment, g 
On the ſubject of the diſpute between Mr. Ham- 
met and Mr. Aſbury, from which the whole 


Experience has convinced me, we ought to be very 
cautio:is of making a public uſe of private letters, but on 
this occaſion I truſt I ſhall be excuſed by my eſteemed 
correſpondents, who, I flatter myſelf, will approve of the 
ſteps I have taken to vindicate thoſe of whoſe injuries they 
muſt have ſo deep a ſenſe. 


originates, 
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originates, Dr. C— is almoſt 2 ſilent, dut 


allows Mr. Aſbury was jealous of him; which 
certainly is no — 

You will admit that Mr. Hammet, from having 
laboured in different iſlands in the Weſt-Indies, 
with zeal, ability, and ſucceſs; and who viſiting 
Charles-Town for the recovery of his health, had a 
ſtrong claim, as your miſſionary, to all the eſteem, 
benevolence, and courteſy, which Mr. Aſbury, as 
the head of the American connection, could ſhew 
him. But you have not wanted proofs of the arbi- 
trary and deſpotic temper of Mr. A ; and 
jealouſy, and ſuſpicion, with all their evil train, 
ſeldom fail to accompany a mind corrupted by power, 
and intoxicated with ambition. Mr. Hammet's 
ſtatement informs you, how improperly Dr. C— 
acted in America after the death of Mr. Welley, 
how by his preaching and circular letters he exat- 
perated the American connection, and ſowed the 
ſeeds of ſuſpicion and jealouſy in their minds againſt 
their Engliſh brethren; and you need not be ſur- 
priſed that Mr. H ſhould, in conſequence, be 
aoked upon as a dangerous intruder. Mr. H 
informs you of the prejudice and reproach to which 
he was expoſed in conſequence of the extravagant 
and ſhametul conduct of Dr C- in this reſpect; 
introducing plans of reform, at ſo critical a juncture, 
and condemning with rancour, what he had formerly 
acquieſced in with complacency. Dr. C-, as the 
appointed ſuperintendant of your miſſionaries, was 
bound in duty and honour to ſee that all poſſible 


kindneſs and reſpect was paid them; and he ought - 


certainly to have uſed the utmoſt lenity and for- 
bearance, rather than have treated them with rigour 
and ſeverity. It was certainly Dr. C—'s duty to 
have defended Mr. H—— againit the unkind and 
illiberal treatment of Mr. A--—, and he would. 
have done it, had he poſſeſſed the ſmalleſt ſpark of 
"= 9 4 generoſity 
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generoſity and independence of mind; but Dr. C— 
will bend to circumſtances, and deſcend to any thing, 
to ſecure popularity and gratify his ambition. His 
circular letter is a — of his extravagance and 
pride, and his conceſſions a mark of his weakneſs 
and ſervility. 

It is a little myſterious on what motives Dr. C— 
ſnould treat Mr. Hammet's ſeparation from Mr. 
Aſbury, with ſo much ſeverity and contempt. You 
well know, Gentlemen, there does not ſubſiſt any 

tive union or ſubordinate connection between 


the Englith and American ſocieties. The form of 


diſcipline, and conſtitution of their church is in 
many reſpects widely different from yours; Mr. A— 
acknowledges no kind of authority whatever, and 
will admit of no interference from your conference. 
So rigid was he in this reſpect, that you know with 
what evident difregard he treated Mr. Weſley, de- 
claring the American methodiſts a different body 
from thoſe in England, no otherwiſe connected with 
them than as Chriſtians of all denominations are 
ſuppoſed to be. He has ſaid, „he is a Pompey that 
will have no ſuperior.” It has much the appear- 
ance of vanity, therefore, to have the American 
minutes introduced into yours, and is a pow of 
oſtentation which Dr. C- has been ſedulous to 
continue; which, indeed, is but conſiſtent with his 
general character. I am well affured that Dr. C— 
1s very unpopular in America, and is by many of 
the preachers and 2 there, conſidered as an 
officious intruder. You would perhaps do well to 
inſiſt on his confining himſelf in future to the 
Britiſh Weſt-India Iflands, as the only proper de- 
partment of your miſſionaries. 

Mr Hammet; ſeceding as he did from Mr. Aſ- 
bury's connection, being unavoidable, from the man- 
ner in which he was circumſtanced, cannot be 
conlirucd into any offence againſt yourſelves; and L 
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am inclined to think, it is yet in your power to 
ſecure his ſervices in your connection. Of his- 
| abilities, and uſefulneſs in. the various iſlands in 
which he has laboured, -you can want no further 
proof than Dr. C— himſelf has given: and when 
you conlider what he has done, and what: he has 
ſuffered in his conſtitution from his arduous labours 
in ſuch unfavourable climates, it ought to be no- 
ſliglit evidence on which he is condemned, nor any 
ſlight offence for which he is rejected: nor will the 
opprobrium and. calumny with which his name has 
been covered by Dr. C— and the American con- 
nection, have any influence to leſſen him in the. 
eſteem of candid and generous minds. You know 
- Dr. Coke well, and mult be convinced how little: 
confidence is to be placed in his aſſertions, while 
under the dominion of that reſentment and prejudice,, 
to which he is conſtitutionally addicted. A man. 
who is capable of being concerned in anonymous 
letters, to wound the reputation of a reſpectable 
profeſſional character, will ſeldom. be much embar- 
ralled by conſcientious xeſtraints, when he has any 
favourite object to accompliſh. 
; Dr. C- in his late tour through the United-States,, 
produced a letter at the Conference held at Baltimore, 
ligncd by Mr. Mather and himſelf, expreſſive of your 
diſapprobation of Mr. Hammet's conduct, and re- 
nouncing all connection with him, for what you call 
ſchiſin; but it has been queſtioned, whether. he had 
your authority for this. It certainly mult appear 
very unreaſonable and precipitate in you to condemn: 
a man on the evidence of his enemies, before you 
could poſſibly have had any opportunity to inveſtigate 
the circumilances: of the cate; and as this matter 
does not appear on your printed minutes for lalk. 
year, nor is adverted to in Dr. C—'s addreſs to 
ou, I am much inclined to doubt, f ſuch a letter 
had your ſanction, If, however,, Mr. H 8 
| A 5 caſe 
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- commence a new inquiry. Mr. H 
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* 
caſe has been thus raſhly decided upon, I hope, ſor 


your own reputation, you will do him the juſtice to 


informed 
me ſome months ago of his intention to ſend a 
number of documents to ſupport his impeachment 


of Dr. C—, but probably ſome _—_ may have 
prevented their arrival ; yet certainly if Mr. H 8 


- eharges againſt Dr. C- can be ſupported, you will 


be bound in juſtice to yourſelves and your ſocieties, 
publicly to cenſure Dr. C—, and reſtri& him in the 
authority with which you have hitherto inveſted him. 
1 am convinced, that though he has much zeal, and 
ſome piety, yet he does not poſſeſs that degree of 
wiſdom and virtue requiſite to govern, nor capacity for 
the direction of extenſive affairs. He may be uſeful in 
an itinerant, ſubordinate ſituation ; but the little 
power he has hitherto had, he has made an injudi- 
cious ule of. | 

I ſhall now proceed to make ſome comments on 
Dr. C—'s addreſs to you, and ſhall occaſionally 
introduce ſome extracts from correſpondents in 
Charles-Town and Jamaica, by which you will be 
enabled to form a more accurate judgment of the 
merits of the caſe, and will ſee on what flight 
grounds Dr. C— has united with the American 
preachers, to calumniate and oppreſs two of the 
moſt faithful and valuable men, who have laboured 
as your miſſionaries in the Weſt-Indies. 

Dr. Coke, in the firſt ſentence of his addreſs to 
you, ſays, “ he ſhall only offer a few remarks in 
« vindication of the cauſe of God and his own cha- 
« racter, without returning reviling for reviling.“ 
It would have been happy for Dr. C— had he kept 
within the bounds of ſo reaſonable an intention; 
but how far he has kept clear of this unchriſtian 
temper, we ſhall hereafter have an opportunity of 
obſerving. Mr. II 's deſign was impeachment, 


and there is notlung that can with propricty be called 


reviling: 


that individual ſeparation is apoſtacy or ſchiſm. You © 


1 1 
reviling: when a perſon is ſuppoſed guilty, accuſa- 


tion becomes a duty. It might have been well for 
Dr. C— if on this occaſion he could have offered 
any ſubſtantial arguments in his vindication; but 
how far he has done this 1s yet to be examined. 
But what are we to underſtand by the work of God t 
This is become a ſort of cant phraſe, convenient 
enough to cover ſelfiſh deſigns, and miſlead the 
judgment of the credulous. f preſume you do not 


mean to 1 the whole of religion to your own 


party. We know very well that God works by 
different means, and in different places; wherever 
he works, it is his work, whether among Arminians 
or Calviniſts, whether among Diſſenters or Epiſcopa- 
lians. There are as good proofs exiſting of a 
genuine work of God among other congregations as 
in your own, and J believe of late much greater; 
I make theſe obſervations to detach you 'from that 
fond conceit, that God confines himſelf to you, and 


do wrong to inſiſt upon any ſcheme of uniformity 


- Whatever in church government : religion is a general 


ny 


thing; God confines himſelf to no name or party, 


and if a miniſter or private Chriſtian, ſees good to 


withdraw himlelf from any church or ſociety, he has 


a right ſo to do, and none but bigots will cenſure or 
condemn him, 


Mr. Hammet has aſſerted, that ſeveral of your. 


delegates in the Weſt-Indies have been inhumanly 
treated by Dr. C—, and in the courſe of his charge 
points out four who had been individually aggrieved. 
'This Dr. C— infinuates as an exaggeration, and 
that he could not, with any propriety, lay ſeveral, but 
ſurely there is nothing forced or improper in the 
word ſeveral, when four perſons are exprelsly named; 


if Mr. II had been the only perſon injured, 


he would have had a right to complain, how much 
more then when tour perſons exhibit cane of 
A 6 i r. 


* ] 
Dr. C—'s unk indneſs or imprudence; the whole 


number of your mithonaries was but fourteen, and 
ſour Who had been injured by him, was certainly a 
very conſiderable proportion. | 

The declaration introduced by Dr. C , ſigned 
by twelve names, does not at al} affect the truth of 
Mr. Hammet's repreſentation ; for it does not pro- 
perly belong io the fubjed, being merely a declara- 
tion of their difapprobation of Mr. H 's ſepara- 
tion; and it ſeems to have been obtained from them 
with a view to juſtify Dr. C-, who no doubt at the 
laſt conference at Antigua, would omit no arts to 
blacken and calumniate Mr. H——, They ſay, 
„We are credibly informed that Mr. H had 
66 =_ intimation, that the miniſters of the Metho- 
« diſt Church in the Welt-Indies would join him 
« in the plan in which he is proceeding in North- 
« America.” But I much queſtion if Mr 
had ever any with to draw them from their ſtations, 
or at all detach them from an union with you; his 
ſending Mr. Brazier to Jamaica was a proof of his 
wilhes for the proſperity of the work there. Though 
theſe good men fay, ** they diſapprove of the rent 
that he has made,“ yet it is highly probable, that 
few or none of them had feen M r. 11 s appeal, 
or at allinade themielves acquainted with the motives 


that induced and compelled him to ſeparate from 


Mr. A This declaration, therefore, which 
Dr. C- produces with ſo much confidence, was 
probably obtained merely by his influence over men 
who were in ſome mealure dependent upon him, 
and who had very wrong conceptions of Mr. H—'s 
conduct. Pe.haps too they were defirous of. peace, 
and of keeping united in a good underſtanding with 


Dr. C. and therefore agreed publicly to exprels their 


di{approbation of Mr. H—— ; but when ſome of 
theſe gentlemen thall, without prejudice, review the 
whole affair, they may lee it in a different light, The 

declaration 
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declaration ſigned By them ſeems to me to bear ſtrong 
marks of Dr. C—'s own pen; he thought he might 
want teſtimonials, and he informs you he has got 
the original in his pocket. 

How extremely trifling are Dr. C—'s remarks, 
Mr. H ſays, ** 1f our conduct can bear the 
* {trifteſt fcrutiny, why ſhould we be caſt into diſ- 
grace, loaded-by our adverſary with: reproach,. 
and branded with the epithet of ſchiſmatics, when 
i jt can be made appear that Dr. C— is the author 


« of every _ that looks like it on the Continent - 


„or the Weſt-Endies?“ „I wiſh (days Dr. C—) 
* he had given his readers the names he includes in 
«© the word we.” But why ſhould he do this? he 
did not want to have it underſtood, that he meant 
any but himſelf and Mr. B-—, who were the only: 


perſons in queſtion ; this obliged him to uſe the plural 


number if he would write ſenſe, or be properly un- 
derſtood. LI think with Mr. H, that Dr. C 
is the greateſt ſchiſmatic; for if ſchiſm, according 
to St. Paul and Mr. Weſley's ſenſe, be a diviſion in 
a church, and not a ſeparation from a church, Dr. 
C- is more properly guilty ; for it is well known 
how repeatedly, in England and America, he has 
been the author of diviſion and diſcord. This is 
ichiſm in the true ſcriptural ſenſe of it; and how far 
the unhappy temper of Dr. C— has been inſtru- 
mental in promoting it, the fociety in London has 
been long a melancholy proof. "Lhe ſin of ſchiſm 
was explained by the Catholics as a ſeparation from 
the church, and by this perverted |ſenle of it, they 
thundered damnation on all who left their pale. 
Dr. C—, with motives not more pure, has adopted 
this falſe explanation, to juſtify perſecution and make 

it the inſtrument of oppreſſion. | 
It I were to follow Dr. C— ſtep by ſtep, through- 
out his addrefs, I could detect weakneſs and fallacies 
in every ſentence; I mult therefore abridge my 
£5 ſtrictures, 
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ſtrictures, and dwell only on ſuch points as will be 


of moſt importance to my deſign, of expoſing the 
guilty and juſtifying the innocent. 


With reſpect to the unkind expreſſions of which: 


Mr. H -—- accuſes Dr. C , every one who knows 
him will be ſenſible that there 1s great probability of 
their truth: the Dr. himſelf boggles at the charge, 
and we know the acrimonious and petulent temper 
of Dr. C- when he is prejudiced or provoked. I 
doubt not but his expreſſions were ſufficiently grating 
and offenſive, to wound the feelings of an ingenuous 
mind, ſuffering under ſickneſs, with a conſtitution 
reduced and weakened by the hardſhips he had 
endured as a miſſionary. I have had many letters 
from different friends, who have given the ſtrongeſt 
teſtimonies of his exemplary converſation, unwearied 
patience, and of the uncommon zeal with which he 
laboured, though oppoſed by the moſt violent per- 
ſecutions; and I am thocked at the ingratitude with 
which he has been treated by Dr. C— and the 
American preachers. 

It is probable, however, that Mr. H-— may 
have overcharged his purpoſe when he inſinuates the 
crime of murder to Dr. C—. The expreſſion is 
ſtrongly hyperbolical ; and when Mr. Werrill ſaid 
Dr. C- had given him a ſtab, it was ſurely figura— 
tive, and only implied his conſciouſneſs of the 
ſeverity, neglect, or imprudent conduct of Dr. C— 
towards him, which perhaps his humble and patient 
temper forbid lum to complain of, though in the 
confidence of friendſhip he might ſecretly confeſs it. 
He charges Mr. H with extreme ſelf- ſufficiency; 
but I have reaſon to think it is founded more on 
prejudice than truth. It is a temper ſo offenſive to 
God, and ſo contrary to the mind of Chriit, that I 
ſcarcely think he would have been made fo eminently 
uſetul, had he been ſo prepolterouſly vain. I diſco- 
ver no traces of it in his wiltings ; he rather appears 
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ndid, diſpaſſionate, and humble, and in a trying 
tuation, ſeems to conduct the controverſy with 
emper and argument. Dr. C— cenſures him for 
fecting oratory, and by the powers of his eloquence 
rawing the rich to his audience; but why ſhould he 
proach him for thoſe great talents which have ren- 
ered him ſo juſtly popular and fo uſeful. Dr. C— 
ught to know, that Apollos was not blamed for 
cing an eloquent man, and St. Paul did not think 
he gift of tongues and the powers of utterance were 
be neglected or deſpiſed. It is well if the ſource 
f Dr. C—'s antipathy to Mr. H may not be 
raced to his growing popularity and eminent gifts, 
y which the Doctor's influence and authority might 
de in ſome reſpects invaded. I wonder Dr. C— 
ould deſcend fo low as to cenſure him for ſecuring 
dy his Zeal and influence a commodious chapel in 
ſamaica, a circumſtance which Dr. C- has fre- 
uently mentioned with ſatisfaction, both in public 
and private; ſurely this carries with it a degree of 
inconſiſtency: but by the weakneſs of ſuch objec- 
tions, Mr. H 's reputation and innocence will 
be ſufficiently eſtabliſhed. | 
There is one part of Dr. C—'s conduct towards 
Mr. H. and Mr. B - that I think you 
cannot, from its diſgraceful nature, paſs over in 
lilence, and if this was the only charge againſt 
Dr. C- he muſt appear in a very unfavourable light 
to every one not blinded by prejudice ; I mean his 
returning the bill proteſted, which he had directed 
Mr. H to draw on him for his expences to 
Jamaica? By the death of Mr. Werrill, he was 
ſtrongly ſolicited to return to that poor ſociety, who 
were as ſheep without a thepherd. Mr. Brazier was 
then in Charles-Town, in an indifferent ſtate of 
health ; but Mr. H 's health being ſtill more 
precarious, Mr. B , at his ſolicitation, gene- 
rouſly engaged to return to them. Mr. H=——, 
0 far 
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far from being inimical to the proſperity of yo 
miſſions in the Weſt-Indies, generoully ſtudies t 
protect it, and drew for a part of Mr. B-—— 
expences, a {mall bill of 261. which Mr. H 
had Dr. C—'s authority to appropriate to his ow 
ule, for the ſame purpoſe. Mr. B-——'Ss return t 
Jamaica, at this juncture, was the preſervation « 
the ſociety ; a friend in Jamaica writes me, «© M 
B s return to us was at a very critical junc 
« ture, when we were torn by diviſton; but th 
„Lord ſent Mr. BZ to fave us from deſtruction 
* though he was much beloved before, yet this ha 
„ much endeared him to us all.” Dr. C- knevy 
Mr. B was returned, and muſt be ſenſibl 
how important his ſervices mult have been at thi 
period; ſo that if Dr. C— wiſhed the proſperity o 
the work, no money could be more jullly due, o 
more ſeaſonably applied: how diſhonourable mult i 
then have been to return the bill proteſted for pay 
ment to Mr. H » who Dr. 0 knew. wa 
among (trangers who had treated him with ſeverity 
in low circumſtances, in. bad health, and more that 
5000 miles from his own country. It would be 


eriminal in you, Gentlemen, to admit of any apolog 


for ſuch conduct, which was contrary to every 
principle of honour, humanity, and jultice. The 
only excuſe Dr. C- offers to palliate this ſhamefu 


circumſtance, is that Mr. H had made : 
„ ſchilm, and he c by no means honour the 
« bill, in jultice to t lions fund, in oriler tc 


« ſupport a ſchiſm.” What, I aſk, was his ſending 
Mr. B to the Well-Indies, to fave one 0 
your locieties from ruin, ſupporting a fſchifm ? 
What weakneſs and inconſiſtency is there in this 
realoning. 

An extract from a letter Mr. B 


Wrote me 


ſoon after his return from Jamaica, will ſhew the 
purity of his motives, and the ſincerity of his endea 
your: 


OW 


vours to be uſeful in the work he was engaged in. 
rote to the Dr. in January, juſt before I left 
the Continent, informing him, that as Brother 


„ Werrill was dead, I would return to Jamaica, and 


« remain, if he pleaſed, till I either ſaw him or 
* heard his ſentiments ; but I find he has by this 
« packet anſwered many letters to his friends with- 
« out mentioning me: however, I ſhall be willing 
© to reſign my charge as ſoon as the Dr. can 
« ſupply my place, which he writes he ſhall do as 
* ſoon as poſſible. I then purpoſe (God willing) 


either to embark for England or America, as 
Providence may open the way.” lt appears from 


this, that neither Mr. H nor Mr. B——- had 
any actual intention of forming any diftin& field of 
labours; but Dr. C— determined to underſtand it 


ſo and rejeR them both. As a proof of Mr. B—'s 


pious zeal to do good, I ſhall inſert the concluding 
ſentiments of his letter. ** Blefſed be God, 3 weak 
* labours here the Lord deigns to proſper, Oh may 
my eye be lingle, may F live and die for God. 
Oh my brother, if we are not permitted to meet 
in the fleſh, may we join around the throne, 
« praiſing the Lamb, who waſhed us in his blood, 
* and brought us, rebel fouts, to God.” Such ſenti- 
ments of unaffected picty, expreſſed in the confidence 
of friendthip, reflect great credit on Mr. B as 
a Chriſtian, and ought to wound Dr. C— with the 
deepeſt compunction for his cruel treatment of him. 
It is very extraordinary, that as Dr. C had rejected 
Mr. B——, and returned a bill drawn on his ac- 
count, he (ſhould retain his name in the minutes of 
Jaſt year; this appears ſomewhat ſingular, and is à 
— conti adiction and inconſiſtency: his name, 
1wever, appears after Mr. Fith, who had at that 
time ſcarcely arrived there. 
Dr. C- being determined to reject Mr. B—— 
at any rate, becauſe he had a jult ſenſe of the ill- 
K | treatment 
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treatment Mr. H had met with, and defended 
him as one friend would another, ſent out Mr. Fiſh. 
A gentleman at Jamaica informs m& Mr. Fith had 
brought letters full of ſuſpicions that ſome oppoſition 
would take place, and inſiſting on Mr. Fiſh's pre- 
ference to the pulpit ; but, ſays the gentleman, no 
oppolition was intended, it was only the brooding of 
his own ſuſpicions. Cruel ſuſpicions, that throw 
out of your connection ſome of the moſt uſeful men 
you have im it. 
Mr. Fich's letter in Dr. C—'s addreſs, bears a 
ſavourable teſtimony to Mr. B He ſays, 
„ Believing him to be a pious man, and as he ex- 
« prelled a 8 attachment to the Engliſh Con- 
«« ference, I repeatedly deſired him to continue with 
me till Dr. C—'s arrival, or till he ſhould hear 
« from England.” Such entreaty was very natural 
from Mr. Fiſh ; as a ſtranger in the iſland, ſuch a 
friend and aſſiſtant as Mr. B-— muſt have been 
very deſirable to him; but Dr. C— had never ſo 
much as ſent a line to Mr. B-— ; and as his letters 
to his friends there were full of ſuſpicions of hoſtile 
deſigns, Mr. B — had too high a ſenſe of honour, 
and too independent a mind to continue and intrude 
himſelf in a place where another was ſent to ſuper- 
cede him, and himſelf treated with contemptuous 
neglect. Mr. B-— diſcovers great nobleneſs of 
mind on the occaſion, for if he had been diſpoſed to 
have been in oppoſition to Mr. Fiſh, he would have 
drawn away the congregation, and left him to preach 
to the bare walls. | 
I cannot help dwelling on the peculiar hardſhips 
of this-excellent and much-injured man. A friend 
writes, We conſider the removal of Mr. B— as 
„a peculiar hardſhip. He facrificed an income of 
«« 4ool. a year, to preach the Goſpel ; he is an 
* infirm man, has a family, and bas travelled chiefly 
© at his Mu expence, which has leſſeued his own 
i « and 
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and his wife's property much : the ſociety is much 
attached to him, and his labours attended with 
increaſe; had he choſe to have left the connection 
when in Charles-Town, he was offered a comfort- 
able Tivipg at a ſmall diſtance from that place ; 
but this he refuſed to return to us.“ Another letter 
hich I received from Charles-Town ſays, “ Dr. C—- 
has proteſted the bill which Mr. H drew on 
him to aſſiſt Mr. B-<- and his family to return to 
Jamaica: how could he do this and yet continue“ 
his name un the minutes, is he determined to be 
inconſiſtent as long as he lives? I hear the letters 
he ſent by Mr. Fiſh made no more mention of 
Mr. B than if he had never known him.” 
uch is the character of Mr. B-—, and his cònduct 
this affair, of whom Dr. C— can write, © but 
his active zeal to deſtroy. the work of God, and 
3 the ſpirit of diviſion, &c. P 
reat as the injuries and injuſtice which the pre- 
eding pages prove Dr. C— to have been guilty of 
wards Mr. 5 „they are trifling to that which 
e is yet to ſuffer. I hope, Gentlemen, for your 
redit as men, you could not read Dr. C 's mention 
f crimes imputed to Mrs. B — without being 
ocked at the ſcandalous indelicacy of a man who 
ould revive and publiſh the remembrance of ſuch 
fences, had they exiſted, as he has ſtated them. 
do not give the leaſt credit to them on ſo ſuſpicious 
n authority as Dr. C—, and I hope, and dare 
lert, from their improbable nature, that the charges 
re wholly untrue, or ſhamefully exaggerated. I 
ave teſtimonies of the exemplary conduct of Mrs. 
— while at Charles-Town and Jamaica, and 
hey were both much eſteemed by all who knew 
hem. But admitting that ſuch unhappy charges 
cre true of any perſon, yet nothing could jullify 
ie publiſhing them to the world in the manner 
Jr, C— has done. None but a malevolent —_ 
| 4 could 
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could have ſo held up the character of a defence] 
woman, and publiſh what humanity would incline 


to conceal. If ſhe eſcaped juſtice, there was probat 
no evidence to ſubſtantiate guilt, and thoſe whom t 


laws do not condemn are preſumed innocent. Wh 
ever might have been her offences, it is allowed 
is now a converted woman, and if it is God t 
juſtifeth, who art thou that condemneſt. W 
wantonneſs of malice is diſcovered in this ſhame 


conduct. Becauſe Mr. B— had off:nded hi: 
muſt he wound the feelings and honour of the 


both, by the mention of what had nothing to 
with the tranſaction ? Muſt ſhe, for this cau 
have her name ſtigmatized, and held up to pub 


infamy, to gratify the rancour of this unfeelit 


traducer? Muſt what is doubtful and uncertain, : 
What had either never been known, or was forgott 
be openly publiſhed throughout America and t 


Britiſh dominions, to wound her peace and embitt 
her future life; could the accuſer of the brethri 


have been guilty of any thing more diabolica 
Surely, Gentlemen, you will publicly teſtify yo 
diſapprobation of ſuch treaſon againſt the Chrilt 

name, or you will participate of his crimes. 
Paſſing over this ſcandalous breach of decen 
and charity, tor which Dr. C— ought never 
ſhew his tace without a bluſh, I come to the !. 
article on which J mean to dwell, which as it pa 
takes of the fame {landerous and reviling diſpoſitio 
I am happy in an opportunity of refuting ; and tl 
abſolute falſchood of this, aud the readineſs which 
diſcovers in Dr. C to propagate abulc, is the b 
teſtimony we can have of the improbability of it 

other. | 
Dr. C- concludes his addreſs by a practice ve 
oppolite to the temper he profelled at the commencc 
ment, which was to ſpeak with ſimplicity and n( 
return reviling for reviling. He ſays, J muſt . 
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add, that I have been (I think authentically) 


informed, that Mr. H admits into his ſociety 
all the apoſtate methodiſts he can collect; that he 
has now, in the little handful of people that he 
has formed into a church, men that keep mulatto 
miſtreſſes, and others who are polygamiſts : if 
ame this be true we may juſtly call his ſociety the 
hic Spotted Church ;** which he explains in a note 
| thewas a nick-name frequently given to Mr. H 8 
to Fociety. It muſt be obſerved, that Dr. C— gives 
cauFthis decent piece of ſlander as an hearſay tale; he 
pubFhad not been there himſelf in his laſt tour, dreading, 
eeliflno doubt, an interview with Mr. H Every 
„ af perſon of the leaſt candor muſt ſee the improbability 
otteflof its truth. Mr. H. 's character and ſervices do 
not juſtify the idea of his callicling ſuch men to form 
3 ſociety with. Mr. H—— in his appeal 
obſerves, © Since that time, the Lord hath remark- 
« ably owned my labours ; not leſs than eighteen 
« whites, and a great number of blacks, have been 
Ut © awakened and joined under my care, and not lefs 

< than twelve have experienced the pattloning love 
eng of God, and are living witneſſes of his power to 
Er „ fave. We know the ſpirit of God cannot act 
: I} «<6 againſt itſelf, if my conduct was not agreeable to 
Pay „ him, he would not own my labours : for we know 
tio «© that he heareth not ſinners ; but if any man be a 
1 worſhipper of him and doth his will, him he 
h heareth. To his name be aſcribed all praiſe, 
bY « dominion, and power, who makes ufe of whom 
if « he pleaſeth to promote his own glory.” I would 

obſerve, it Mr. H ſtill was a means of con- 


e verting blacks, he did not ſhoot over their heads, as 
aq Dr. C— infinuates, nor does his concluding words 
n diſcover any marks of ſelf. ſufficiency. But we have 
not only Mr. H 's teſtimony of the ſucceſs and 
0 genuine rogreſs of his labours: a friend of great 
li diſcernment, and whom Dr. & could 
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not object to, writes, © Mr. H——'s labours have 
been much bleſſed in this town, and his having ſ- 
„able an auxiliary as Mr. B-—, is to me a proof 
« that the Lord is well pleaſed with what he has 
« done. I have no doubt but the Dr. will ſee 
« cauſe to regret his treatment of them both.“ 
Another letter ſays, © On Sunday laſt, at the love- 
„ feaſt, our King was truly in his camp, and our 
«« ſouls were refreſhed with his preſence,” After 
ſuch proofs, Gentlemen, you can have no doubt of 
the ſource from whence all this unchriſtian abuſe has 
originated. As a proof of the opprobrium and 
calumny unjuſtly caſt on Mr. H-—, I need only 
refer you to his rejoinder in ſeveral letters to Mr. 
Morrel, who, though a ſtranger, who was at the 
time ſome hundred miles diſtant, and unacquainted 
with the circumſtances, undertakes to anſwer Mr. 
H „but only fills near thirty pages with ſlander 
and abuſe, which he had collected from his enemies, 
whoſe bigotry and unchriſtian reſentments were 
carried to the moſt ſhameful lengths. A friend 
writes me, © The bitterneſs of ſpirit evidenced by 


the Aſbury party is amazing.“ Is it then to be 


wondered at when Mr. H 's ſucceſs is every day 
greater, that malice and bigotry ſhould ſpit their 


venom at him. I am informed ſeveral preachers of 


eminence have joined him, and he has reccived 
invitations from ſeveral ſtates, and that his labours 


are growing every day more extenſive and important. 
Thus ſo far from God having writ /chabsd upon. 
him, he ſeems to be advancing him to Hay honour, 


god uſefulneſs; and ſo far from the glory departing 


rom him, as Dr. C— inſinuates, he ſeems rather. 


choſen to revive pure religion and demoliſh a corrupt 


religious ariſtocracy. But I might perhaps retort 


Dr C—'s language, and ſay that perhaps he writes 


as he wiſhes, * 
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Far from there being that harmony and * 


among the American preachers, which Dr. 


has repreſented, I am well informed many of the 


preachers and people are grown tired of Mr. Af- 
bury's arbitrary authority, and have long been 
deſirous of ſhaking off a yoke with which they 
have been long grievouſly oppreſſed. He has cer- 
tainly departed from that implicity of character 
which he once poſſeſſed; and he will probably loſe 
much of his influence in America, which may be a 
deſerved retaliation for his diſreſpect ful treatment 
of Mr. Weſley. é 

Having thus, Gentlemen, diſcharged a duty which 
both my reaſon and conſcience obliged me to fulfil, 
I ſubmit the whole to your impartial determination; 
and I truſt there are among you many honeſt and 
independent men, who will ſupport truth and defend 
the innocent, 

That you may not be without the neceſſary 

apers for your information, I ſhall ſend to the 
Preſident Mr. Hammet's Appeal ; his Letters to Mr. 
Mr rrel, being a defence of the truths contained in 
the appeal; and allo his Impartial Statement, as it is 
probable you may not be generally acquainted with 
theſe papers, their circulation having been ſo very 
limited in this country. As Mr. H s papers 
were circulated in America, it would have been moſt 
proper for Dr. C— to have „ there, 
when Mr. H—— might have written in his own 
defence. 

I hipe to hear, that after this full information, 
that ample juſtice will be done them; perhaps the 
beſt deciſion you can make, will be to reduce Dr, 
C to a private ſtation, and invite Mr. H-—— + 
and Mr. B-— to undertake the ſuperintendance of 
the Weit-India miſſions, which would be thewing 
your deſire to do them juſtice, and of making 2 
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fome amends for the ſeverity with which they have 
been treated, EDIT 

I could mention ſome complaints againſt Dr. C= 
on my own account, which may corroborate the 
teſtimonies already given againſt him. He has in 
his poſſeſſion ſome private letters of mine, from 
which he took the liberty of publiſhing extracts 
without my leave; I once us him a MS. which 
I had written in defence of a rule of Conference, 
which I requeſted he would return if he did not 
- approve of it, and before he left London laſt year I 
wrote to him to return me my papers; but he neither 
did that nor anſwered my letter, which ſhews he 
pays but little regard to his character, either as a 
— — or a Chriſtian. As ] had ſome reſpect 
or his character, and believed him, upon the whole, 
a zealous uſeful man, notwithſtanding many glaring 
errors in his conduct, I could have forgiven him all; 
but his late addreſs to you has filled me with a juſt 
abhorrence of his principles and temper. I have 
ſome time withdrawn from your chapels in London, 
in conſequence of the conſtant cabal and party ſpirit 
that prevails there. If you have any regard for the 

ace of that ſociety, you will, remove thoſe who 
fave been the cauſe of ſo much contention and 
diſturbance. 


* WILLIAM SMITH. 


London, July 1793. 


